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based water resource planning and manage-
ment.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this title is
to authorize assistance for a collaborative
and science-based water resource planning
and management partnership for the Verde
River Basin in the State of Arizona, con-
sisting of members that represent—

(1) Federal, State, and local agencies; and

(2) economic, environmental, and commu-
nity water interests in the Verde River
Basin.

SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the Arizona Department of
Water Resources.

(2) PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘‘Partnership”’
means the Verde River Basin Partnership.

(3) PLAN.—The term ‘‘plan’ means the plan
for the Verde River Basin required by section
204(a)(1).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Arizona.

(6) VERDE RIVER BASIN.—The term ‘‘Verde
River Basin’ means the land area designated
by the Arizona Department of Water Re-
sources as encompassing surface water and
groundwater resources, including drainage
and recharge areas with a hydrologic connec-
tion to the Verde River.

(7) WATER BUDGET.—The term ‘‘water budg-
et’” means the accounting of—

(A) the quantities of water leaving the
Verde River Basin—

(i) as discharge to the Verde River and
tributaries;

(ii) as subsurface outflow;

(iii) as evapotranspiration by riparian
vegetation;

(iv) as surface evaporation; and

(v) for human consumption; and

(B) the quantities of water replenishing the
Verde River Basin by precipitation, infiltra-
tion, and subsurface inflows.

SEC. 203. VERDE RIVER BASIN PARTNERSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may assist
the Director and the Yavapai Water Advi-
sory Council by participating in the estab-
lishment of a Verde River Basin Partnership
to provide science-based and collaborative
water resource planning and management
activities relating to the Verde River Basin.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—It is the intent of Con-
gress that the Partnership be composed of
Federal, State, and local members with re-
sponsibilities, expertise, and interests per-
taining to water resource planning and man-
agement.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—On
establishment of the Partnership, there are
authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of the Interior such
sums as are necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the Partnership for each of fiscal
years 2005 through 2009.

SEC. 204. VERDE RIVER BASIN STUDIES.

(a) STUDIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Partnership shall pre-
pare a plan for the conduct of water resource
studies in the Verde River Basin that identi-
fies—

(A) the primary study objectives to fulfill
water resource planning and management
needs for the Verde River Basin; and

(B) the water resource studies, hydrologic
models, surface and groundwater monitoring
networks, and other analytical tools helpful
in the identification of long-term water sup-
ply management options within the Verde
River Basin.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—At a minimum, the
plan shall—

(A) include a list of specific studies and
analyses that are needed to support Partner-
ship planning and management decisions;
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(B) identify any ongoing or completed
water resource or riparian studies that are
relevant to water resource planning and
management for the Verde River Basin;

(C) describe the estimated cost and dura-
tion of the proposed studies and analyses;
and

(D) designate as a study priority the com-
pilation of a water budget analysis for the
Verde Valley, including the Camp Verde par-
cel described in section 103(a)(2)(D).

(b) VERDE VALLEY WATER BUDGET ANAL-
YSIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 14 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the U.S. Geological Survey, in
cooperation with the Director, shall prepare
and submit to the Partnership a report that
provides a water budget analysis of the por-
tion of the Verde River Basin within the
Verde Valley.

(2) COMPONENTS.—The report submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a summary of the information avail-
able on the hydrologic flow regime for the
portion of the Middle Verde River from the
Clarkdale streamgauging station to the city
of Camp Verde at United States Geological
Survey Stream Gauge 09506000;

(B) with respect to the portion of the Mid-
dle Verde River described in subparagraph
(A), estimates of—

(i) the inflow and outflow of surface water
and groundwater;

(ii) annual consumptive water use; and

(iii) changes in groundwater storage; and

(C) an analysis of the potential long-term
consequences of various water use scenarios
on groundwater levels and Verde River flows.

(c) PRELIMINARY REPORT AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—.

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 16 months
after the date of enactment of this Act,
using the information provided in the report
submitted under subsection (b) and any
other relevant information, the Partnership
shall submit to the Secretary, the Governor
of Arizona, and representatives of the Verde
Valley communities, a preliminary report
that sets forth the findings and recommenda-
tions of the Partnership regarding the long-
term available water supply within the
Verde Valley (including the Camp Verde par-
cel described in section 103(a)(2)(D)), taking
into account the long-term consequences
analyzed under subsection (b)(2)(C).

(2) INCLUSIONS.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the recommendations submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include, with re-
spect to the Camp Verde parcel described in
section 103(a)(2)(D)—

(A) proposed development scenarios on the
parcel that are compatible with long-term
available water supply estimates; and

(B) designation of any portions of the par-
cel that should be retained as open space or
otherwise managed for aquifer recharge or
baseflow maintenance.

SEC. 205. VERDE RIVER BASIN
FINAL REPORT.

Not later than 4 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Partnership shall
submit to the Secretary and the Governor of
Arizona a final report that—

(1) includes a summary of the results of
any water resource assessments conducted
under this title in the Verde River Basin;

(2) identifies any areas in the Verde River
Basin that are determined to have ground-
water deficits or other current or potential
water supply problems;

(3) identifies long-term water supply man-
agement options for communities and water
resources within the Verde River Basin; and

(4) identifies water resource analyses and
monitoring needed to support the implemen-
tation of management options.
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SEC. 206. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

The Secretary (acting through the Chief of
the Forest Service) and the Secretary of the
Interior, shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding authorizing the United States
Geological Survey to access Forest Service
land (including stream gauges, weather sta-
tions, wells, or other points of data collec-
tion on the Forest Service land) to carry out
this title.

SEC. 207. EFFECT.

Nothing in this title diminishes or expands
State or local jurisdiction, responsibilities,
or rights with respect to water resource
management or control.

——————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, September 16, 2004, at 10 a.m. in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the current status
of the Hard Rock Mining Industry in
America. The hearing would provide a
status and trend analysis, a review of
domestic mineral reserves, a summary
on exploration investments and cur-
rent production as well as permitting
and reclamation issues.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Dick Bouts at 202-224-7545 or Amy
Millet at 202-224-8276.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on July 22, 2004, at 9:30 a.m., in
open session to receive testimony on
the Department of the Army Inspector
General Report on Detention Operation
Doctrine and Training.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 22, 2004, at 10 a.m., to
conduct an oversight hearing on ‘‘Reg-
ulation N.M.S. and Developments in
Market Structure.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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